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The Guidelines of UNEP’s SPP Approach 

incorporate the lessons drawn from the 

testing of the MTF Approach to SPP that 

UNEP rolled out in 7 pilot countries from 

2009 to 2012. 

Revised in 2017-2018 based on lessons

learned from 2013 to 2019

To be published in September 2021

http://www.unep.fr/scp/procurement/docsre

s/ProjectInfo/UNEPImplementationGuideli

nes.pdf

UN Environment SPP Guidelines

http://www.unep.fr/scp/procurement/docsres/ProjectInfo/UNEPImplementationGuidelines.pdf
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More information

UNEP SPP Portal

https://www.unenvironment.org/fr/node/1549

Projects’ Outputs

https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-

do/sustainable-public-procurement-and-ecolabelling

https://www.unenvironment.org/fr/node/1549
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/sustainable-public-procurement-and-ecolabelling


EU GPP Criteria for 20 categories



Country Prioritised products

Ukraine Detergents/cleaning products, paints and varnishes, insulation material

Moldova Eco-efficient doors and windows, organic fruits and vegetables

Belarus Paper, personal computers, boilers /boiler room, street lightning

Vietnam Office copy paper, compact fluorescent lightbulbs (CFLs)

Mongolia A4 Office copy paper, toner cartridges, lightweight concrete blocks

Mauritius Recycled paper, ICT equipment, vehicles

Morocco Paper, catering services, computers

Chile Construction materials, dairy products, fruits and vegetables, fish, accomodation 

services (hotels) and catering services

Costa Rica * 15 technical product sheets with sustainability criteria and any public authority can 

utilize these sheets that are published by the Ministry of Treasury, at any time.

Colombia 43 technical product sheets with sustainability criteria and any public authority can 

utilize these sheets that are published by the Ministry of Environment, at any time.

Brazil Wooden furniture, Printing paper, cleaning and hygiene products

Peru Cleaning services (with some cleaning products), security/surveillance services, 

printing paper, wood furniture

Ecuador Cleaning services (with some cleaning products), catering services, textiles, wood 

furniture

Argentina Cleaning services (with some cleaning products), dairy products, textiles, wood 

furniture



Project, funded by the GIZ and jointly implemented by 

NGO GoLOCAL, the Ministry of Economic 

Development and Trade of Ukraine, the Ministry of 

Ecology and Natural Resources of Ukraine, SE 

“Prozorro”, and NGO “Zhyva Planeta”.

1) Road repair

2) Repair and construction work

3) Computer and office 

equipment

4) Catering service

5) Furniture (school, office)

6) Linen (bedding, lingerie)

7) Paints

8) Cable products

9) Office paper and paper 

products

10) Wood

11) Detergents and cleaning 

products

12) Cleaning services

Non-price Criteria for Public Procurement
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Initial steps

 Goals:

 To prioritize robustly and coherently according to:

 The risks of the different products and services

 The priorities of the administration

 The importance of the sector and the scope for action

 Market capacity

2. Preliminary studies

Prioritization of products and services



Initial steps

 A. Preliminary prioritisation of products

 STEP 1: Develop a preliminary list of product categories.

 STEP 2: List of most-purchased product categories

 STEP 3: Preliminary market study

 B. Risks & benefits assessment

 STEP 4: Measure environmental impacts

 STEP 5: Measure socio-economic impacts

 STEP 6: Assess the existence of certification schemes

 STEP 7: Master table

 C. Selection of final categories for SPP

2. Preliminary studies

Overview of the Prioritization steps



II. Risks and benefit assessment

Objective: Summarize outcomes from previous tables to take all aspects into account for the

final prioritization. Determine a weighing factor for each criteria (A, B, C, D, etc.) depending on

the priorities of the procuring entities, by adjusting their maximum score

Types of products

Expenditures 

(B)

Average 

price 

premium of 

sustainable 

product 

(max score 

8)  

(C)

Market 

availability 

of 

sustainabl

e product

(max 

score 10) 

(D)

Environmen

tal impact

max score 

7) 

(E)

Socio-

economic 

impact

(max 

score 2) 

(F)

Eco-labels 

or 

certificatio

n systems 

in place 

(max 

score 5) 

Total 

Scor

e

(A+B

+C+D

+E+F

)

Final 

ranking   

Total amount of 

contracts value 

(currency)

Share of the 

total amount 

(%)

(A)

Score based 

on the total  

amounts 

(max score 

10) 

1. Sanitary 

cleaners
3 258 913 880,72 45,90 10 5 8 7 2

0
32 1

2. Copying paper 1 016 920 909,23 15,19
7

5.5 4 7 0 5 28.5 2

3. Drinks and 

beverages
691 509 287,71 9,74 2 4 6 7 2 3 24 3

Master table

… etc.



Types of products

Eco-labels 

or 

certification 

systems in 

place (2)

Total 

amount of 

contracts 

value (3)  

Market 

and 

price  (4)

Environme

ntal impact 

(5)

Socio-

economic 

impact 

(6) 

Total 

Score 

(2+3+4+5

+6)

Final 

rankin

g  

1. Printing paper 10.0 6.7 7.5 7.9 6.7 38.8 1

2. Laptop 10.0 5.0 6.3 6.3 2.5 30.0 2

3. Fluorescent lamp 10.0 3.3 6.3 3.3 3.3 26.3 3

4. Wooden table 5.0 3.3 6.3 5.8 5.0 25.4 4

5. Wooden chair 5.0 3.3 6.3 5.8 5.0 25.4 4

6. Television 5.0 5.0 6.3 5.4 2.5 24.2 6

7. Air-conditioner 5.0 3.3 6.3 6.7 2.5 23.8 7

8. Monitor 5.0 3.3 6.3 5.4 2.5 22.5 8

9. Printer 5.0 3.3 6.3 4.6 2.5 21.7 9

10. Electric fan 5.0 3.3 7.5 3.3 2.5 21.7 9

11. Public lighting 

system
5.0 3.3 5.0 2.9 1.7 17.9 11

III. Master table

Country example: Vietnam



Goals:

 To assess the production capacity of sustainable goods 

and services in the country. 

 To determine the market's capacity of response 

(imports/national production) for SPP (current and future 

requirements). 

 To identify existing certification or verification tools, as 

well as gaps.  

 To assist in the planning of activities for gradual 

implementation of SPP. 

Market analysis



 Identifying main sustainable product/service groups

 Getting to know the production/import outlook

 Identifying the role of Micro-SMEs in the 

production/import of the sustainable goods

 Detecting measures for sustainable consumption 

and production policies and associated regulations. 

 Raising awareness among target sector companies. 

 Defining criteria for SPP.

 Determining short, medium and long term actions.

Market analysis expected outcomes
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SPP Action Plan Goals:

 To get a commitment from all concerned parties to apply SPP. 

 To provide solid, coherent and well-coordinated direction to 

apply SPP.  

 To improve dialog with market and civil society. 

 To provide incentives for the national industry (and SMEs) to 

develop sustainable products and services. 

 To monitor progress in order to improve the approach and its 

implementation and to legitimize SPP.



Initial steps

3. SPP Policy and Action Plan

SPP Action Plan Overview

A. Context & background

B. Legal Framework

C. Institutional framework & definition of roles and 

responsibilities 

D. SPP Implementation

E. Capacity Building (Training & Awareness-raising)

F. Communication Strategy & Awareness-raising

G. Monitoring & Control

H. Budget 



SDG 12.7.1 data collection outcome



Sustainable Development Goal 12

• Target 12.7:  

Promote public procurement 

practices that are 

sustainable in accordance 

with national policies and 

priorities

• Indicator 12.7.1:

Number of countries 

implementing sustainable 

public procurement policies 

and action plans



Data collection outcome (February 2021)

40 submissions received from national governments

39 submissions received from subnational governments
(31 included in national reporting)

Participating subnational
governments : 

Belgium : Flanders and 
Walloon Region
Norway: 2 cities
Poland: 10 Voivoideships
and 3 major cities
Spain : Barcelona city and 
Basque Country 
United States:  State of 
Minnesota, King County 
(Seattle), City of Portland, 
City of San Francisco 
Uruguay: 16 regions



2020 SDG 12.7.1. Data collection process

Reporting entity

5%

37%

3%

40%

15%

Distribution of reporting entities

Ministry of
Economy/Planning

Ministry of
Environment

Ministry of Internal
Affairs

MoF/ Public
Procurement Authority

Other



2020 SDG 12.7.1. Data collection outcome
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