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Sensitising the 
general public

Translating 
sustainability into 
practice

Pooling and sharing 
knowledge

+2,700
members

Non-profit
association

Founded 
2007

+10,000
awards in more 

than 29 
countries 
worldwide

Certification
system for 
sustainable 

buildings and 
districts

Training and 
CPD platform –

DGNB Academy+10,000
qualified 
experts 

in more than 
40 countries

Central
knowledge 
platform for 
sustainable 

building

Europe’s 
biggest network 
for sustainable 

building

Global 
benchmark 

for 
sustainability
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Paris Agreement
 … to keep global warming below 2°C above 

pre-industrial levels and to make efforts to 

limit the temperature rise to 1.5°C above pre-

industrial levels ...



Taxonomy: EU political context

Redirecting of capital 
flows towards 

sustainable investments

Mainstreaming of 
sustainability within risk 

management

Fostering of
transparency and long-

term thinking

EU Action Plan for Sustainable Finance (March 2018)

55 % emissions 
reduction by 

2030

Climate neutrality by 
2050

EU Green Deal (December 2019)

+ +

+

Taxonomy
Green Bond 

Standard
Corporate 
Disclosure

Benchmarks
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EU as a Pacemaker and the global context…
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Renovation Wave

Berichtsrahmen Level(s), 
Förderprogramme und 

Green Public 
ProcurementCE Action Plan

EU Green Deal

Sustainable Finance 
/ Taxonomie





Sustainability leads to 
conflicting goals

The DGNB system supports

 holistic view

 Life cycle perspective

 Performance approach

 quality assurance

 Independent verification
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Sustainability = 
quality + future viability



DNA of the DGNB System

Life-cycle-approachPerformance orientedHolistic
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Design
DGNB Vorzertifikat für Neubauten

DGNB Vorzertifikat für Quartiere

DGNB Zertifikat für Quartiere 

(Planung/Erschließung)

Construction
DGNB Zertifikat für Neubauten 

DGNB Zertifikat für Innenräume

DGNB Zertifikat für Quartiere

In use
DGNB Zertifikat für Gebäude im Betrieb

End of life
DGNB Zertifikat für Rückbau

Existing / Renovation
DGNB Zertifikat für Bestandsgebäude 

DGNB Zertifikat für Sanierung

DGNB Zertifikat für Innenräume

In Use
DGNB Zertifikat für Gebäude im Betrieb

(Rezertifizerung)

DGNB: more than a Certification System
Quality throughout the whole life-cycle

Life-Cycle Certification with focus on the processes

Nachhaltige Baustelle für Hochbauten oder Spezialtiefbau / Verkehrswegeinfrastruktur / 

Biodiversitätsfördernde Aussenanlagen



Goals for the DGNB System

• DGNB as the European System

• European perspective makes the DGNB System international 

applicable Interface between what unites us at European level and 

what the country-specific needs and circumstances are

• DGNB System as the guidance instrument that provides credibility, future 

proofness and supports risk management
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Built environment that is divers, safe, 
healthy and CO2 cautious!

Cultural and climate sensitive Buildings 
and Architecture
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IEA. (2018). The Future of Cooling, S. 61 
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#buildingsensenow







Measuring and Monitoring is key to true Sustainability!
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We can build the future today!
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