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Carpathian Convention was
established to coordinate efforts in

the Carpathian region

Initiated by Ukraine

Adopted and signed in Kyiv, Ukraine on
22 May 2003 (“Kyiv Convention”)

GOAL: Environmental

protection and sustainable Environment for Europe”
development of the

Carpathian region Entered in force on 4 January

Signed at the Fifth Ministerial Conference
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The Carpathian Convention facilitates cross-border and
transnational cooperation

Framework for policy Platform for joint Forum for
coordination activities dialogue
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The Convention’s 23 Articles include thematic sectors:

Integrated approach to the land . .
resources management Sustainable tourism

Conservation and sustainable use of

biological and landscape diversity Industry and energy

knowledge

Sustainable and integrated

) ) Environmental
water/river basin management

Spatial planning a Cultural heritage and traditional
@ assessment/information system,

monitoring and early warning

Sustainable agriculture and forestry Climate Change

Sustainable transport and @ Awareness raising, education and

infrastructure public participation
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Active involvement of Parties and stakeholders

7 meetings of the Conference of the Parties

14 meetings of the Carpathian Convention Implementation Committee

14 meetings of the Working Group on WG Biodiversity -

10 meetings of the Working Group on Working Group on Sustainable TransportmmmD,WMN;\
GAOUP ON BIODIVERSTTY
(Osrava, 30. - 31. 5. 2019) ;

10 meetings of the Working Group on Sustainable Tourism

10 meetings of the Working Group on Working Group on Adaptation
to Climate Change

9 meetings of the Working Group on Working Group on Sustainable
Forest Management

5 meetings of the Working Group on Cultural Heritage Traditional
Knowledge

6 meetings of the Working Group on Working Group on Sustainable
Agriculture and Rural Development

and various workshops, trainings and seminars
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The Carpathian Convention is a regional instrument for
enhancing implementation of global and European policies
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The Carpathian Biodiversity Framework is a tool to implement
the Carpathian Convention and GBF by supporting
transformative actions across and within sectors

Coordinate efforts on conservation, restoration and sustainable use
of biodiversity.

Carpathian Vision 2050:

Sustainably manage and protect Carpathian forests.

Cooperate on making tourism sustainable to maximize benefits and mitigate
negative impacts.

By 2050, the Carpathians is a thriving and
sustainable region where people live in

harmony with nature. Develop transport and related infrastructure sustainably by implementing

environmentally friendly transport models and systems.

The biodiversity and natural beauty of the
Carpathians are conserved, restored, and
wisely used providing a healthy environment
and essential ecosystems services for all
people of the region and beyond.

Maintain traditional knowledge on traditionally cultivated land and sustainable
agriculture practices.

Strengthen regional resilience through climate change mitigation
and adaptation.

Strengthen public awareness about the Convention's objectives by integrating
lifelong learning, global education approaches and cross-sectoral cooperation into
the Convention's activities.

Cooperate with Ukraine on protecting and sustainably developing the whole Carpathian
region to address the direct and indirect impacts of the war in Ukraine on the Carpathians.
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Convention on
Biological Diversity
T
Conventionis a regional Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)

instrument for enhancing

Meeting
people’s needs
through

Tools and
solutions for
implementation
and
mainstreaming

implementation of global
and European policiesgs

Reducing
threats to
biodiversity

sustainable use
and benefit-
sharing

Targets 1-8 Targets 9-13 Targets 14-23




The Role of Ukraine in the Ukraine's central position within the Carpathian region
makes its involvement crucial for the success of

Carpathlan Convention regional integration. Ukraine's inclusion in the
Convention provides several opportunities:

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY

The Ukrainian Carpathians is home to diverse ecosystems,
old-growth forests, and species that require coordinated
transboundary efforts for their preservation. Ukraine helps
maintain vital ecological corridors that connect with
neighboring countries, crucial for wildlife like large
carnivores.

POLAND

CZECH

REPUBLIC UKRAINE

‘ ROMANIA
SERBIA
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The Role of Ukraine in the
Carpathian Convention

POLAND

CZECH

REPUBLIC UKRAINE

2 ROMANIA
SERBIA

Ukraine's central position within the Carpathian region
makes its involvement crucial for the success of regional
integration. Ukraine’s inclusion in the Convention
provides several opportunities:

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY

The Ukrainian Carpathians is home to diverse ecosystems,
old-growth forests, and species that require coordinated
transboundary efforts for their preservation. Ukraine helps
maintain vital ecological corridors that connect with
neighboring countries, crucial for wildlife like large
carnivores.

CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION

Cross-border projects that focus on biodiversity,
sustainable tourism, rural development, etc. not only foster
environmental sustainability but also contribute to
economic growth in Ukraine’s western regions.
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The ROle Of Ukraine in the Ukraine's central position within the Carpathian region

makes its involvement crucial for the success of regional

Carpathian Convention integration. Ukraine’s inclusion in the Convention

provides several opportunities:

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY

. The Ukrainian Carpathians is home to diverse ecosystems,
old-growth forests, and species that require coordinated
transboundary efforts for their preservation. Ukraine helps
maintain vital ecological corridors that connect with
neighboring countries, crucial for wildlife like large

"\\ UKRAINE carnivores.
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Cross-border projects that focus on biodiversity,
sustainable tourism, rural development, etc. not only foster
environmental sustainability but also contribute to
economic growth in Ukraine’s western regions.

ALIGNMENT WITH EU ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

Through the Convention, Ukraine aligns itself more closely
with EU standards in areas like biodiversity, climate change
mitigation, and water management. This alignmentis
particularly important as Ukraine works toward deeper
integration with the EU, especially after its 2022 application
for EU membership.

_ ROMANIA
SERBIA
J
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The role of the Carpathian Convention in strengthening

the EU integration of Ukraine
THE CARPATHIAN CONVENTION SERVES AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE EU AND CARPATHIAN COUNTRIES

Harmonizing legislation and management practices across borders deepens European integration by:

Promoting EU environmental
standards and policies among
non-EU members, contributing
to a cohesive environmental
policy framework in the region

Fostering joint projects (e.g.
ecological corridor management,
large carnivore management,
biodiversity conservation)
between Carpathian countries,
which are important for economic
and environmental stability

Providing a platform for the EU to
extend its influence into non-EU
states, facilitating their alignment
with European norms, values, and
practices




Set of measures to address the environmental consequences of the direct and indirect impacts
of the war in Ukraine on the Carpathians

CARPATHIAN CONVENTION KEEPING UKRAINE ACTIVELY INVOLVED I\
COOPERATION PROJECT FOR UA CCACTIVITIES
Setting up the “Carpathian Convention cooperation Establishing a group of UA representatives directly
project” in the internal system as a practical tool involved in the CC sectoral activities- mapping

relevant stockholders and actors.

UKRAINE SUPPORT COORDINATION
COMMITTEE UNDER CONVENTION

SUPPORTING CAPACITY BUILDING

Providing trainings, webinars, twinning pogrammes
to support building capacities of the relevant
stakeholders in Ukraine for the benefit of Ukraine
and the Carpathian region.

Providing a coordination and enabling platform for
bilateral activities, Carpathian Convention support
activities, and a forum for projects and partners for
Ukraine.

BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS '

Building and catalyzing partnershipsin a global,
regional, bilateral and transboundary context

o 0 e [ 70 i '

STRENGTHENING

IMPLEMENTATION OF

THE CARPATHIAN
CONVENTION

IN UKRAINE

CIVIL SOCIETY ENGAGEMENT

Ensuring engagement of CSO and local level in
green recovery of Ukraine.

ADDRESSING KEY SECTORS
STRENGTHENING ENVIRONMENTAL

GOVERNANCE

Areas of cooperation relevant from the
environmental and sustainable development
Enabling Ukraine to implement the environmental perspective: biodiversity, natural resources
commitments of various international frameworks, management, protected areas, forestry,

and fostering shifting Ukrainian policy agriculture, rural development, sustainable
development and implementation towards EU tourism, circular economy, reducing pollution

values and standards

KEEPING THE UKRAINIAN COOPERATION AND EXCHANGE

CARPATHIANS UNDER REVIEW AMONG UNIVERSITIES

Observing the direct and indirectimpacts of the Activities supporting Ukrainian scientists and

war in the Carpathian region institutions, establishing better cooperation with
Ukrainian universities, developing of a joint course
or a study programme
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Examples of strategic projects supporting

the Ukrainian Carpathians
EU LIFE Programme -

LIFE Carpathian Transnational
Strategic Nature Project (SNAP)

« Possible source of long-term (up to 10 years) large-scale funding (up to 50 m EUR) for some
activities planned in the Carpathian region as envisioned in the Carpathian Biodiversity
Framework (CBF)

» Particularly important for transboundary and transnational activities

» Ukraine is fully eligible for LIFE Programme

» Great opportunity for Ukraine in terms of capacity building in applying for LIFE project and other
EU finding opportunities

» Great opportunity for Ukraine's alignment with the EU acquis on environment

* Regionally important for assisting in implementing the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 (and
CBF) on:

extending the network of protected areas

enhancing the protected area network coherence by setting up ecological corridors
implementing EU nature restoration targets for species and habitats

restoring ecosystems

enhancing protection of the primary and old-growth forests

improving the health and resilience of managed forests

e bringing nature back to agricultural land

UN® eurac
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Examples of strategic projects supporting

the Ukrainian Carpathians
UNIDO “Green industrial recovery

through municipality-based
development in Ukraine” project

Goal of the project is to contribute to green industrial recovery through municipality-based innovative
partnerships in Ukraine and strengthen the capacity of public sector and government institutions at the
national and municipality levels to facilitate green industrial recovery.

Carpathian Convention Secretariat will assist UNIDO in

implementation of the “Green industrial recovery through

municipality-based development in Ukraine” at Carpathian region

of Ukraine through:

» Coordinating with Carpathian Convention Working Groups and
networks

« Engaging in joint events with Convention parties, partners, and
stakeholders

« Strengthening cooperation between Carpathian and Alpine
countries and Ukraine

« Promoting sustainable development efforts in Ukraine

CARPATHIAN CONVENTION UNIDO INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
- \ A4
T oy w Progress by innovation

-
[~




Facilitating a “Carpathian
Peace Park”
between Ukraine and Romania

The park will aim to protect and preserve biodiversity,
landscape and cultural heritage, offering the possibility
to carry out scientific research, recreation and tourism
activities

Initial consultation conducted on both sides for establishing a
transboundary natural park with the observance of the Convention on

Biological Diversity, the Carpathian Convention and the applicable national
legal frameworks

Aims to strengthen and improve bilateral relations between the two nations
and its communities, which will create a platform for better common

management of Carpathian natural resources, such as water, biomass and
soil

Exact area for the Park yet to be decided yet; however, the
consultations take into consideration the following Protected Areas in

Ukraine:

1 Carpathian National Nature Park

[ Cheremoskyi National Nature Park
Hutsulshchyna National Nature Park
Verkhovynskyi National Nature Park

1
1 Wezhmviskyi National Nature Park



Science for the Carpathians Carpathian networks in the

(S4C) and Carpathian ESD fields of science and
Expert Network education for sustainable
development (ESD)

Integration of Ukrainian experts into the networks

- S4C Executive Board member from Ukraine;
Mariana Melnykovych

2025 S4C Project: Carpathian School 2025 - "Carpathians through the
Future: Ecoturism through Heritage Interpretation”:

- Cooperation between academia institutions and initiatives in
Ukraine, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Poland, and Hungary.

- One-year program with Ukranian students with study tours to 4
countries and students' project development
- Goals of the project are:

o to motivate young researches to promote sustainable
ecoturism in Ukrainian National Parks

o Analysis and dissemination of best practices of heritage
interpretation

o Strengthening environmental collaboration in Carpathian region
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Strategic projects supporting the

Ukrainian Carpathians. GEF Global Environment Facility (GEF) -
Enhanced protected areas network for

biodiversity conservation and
development in Ukraine

The project aims at:

 biodiversity conservation through a strengthened Protected Areas

network and the sustainable management of key forest « UNEP is the implementing agency for this
ecosystems project. Ministry of Environmental Protection
and Natural Resources of Ukraine will be the
* increasing resilience to climate change executing agency, where UNEP through its
Secretariat of Carpathian Convention will
« creating opportunities for sustainable development in the region, in support the national executing entity within
particular, for vulnerable communities of mountain settlements the project.

» project’s objectives and expected results are also aligned with the

relevant articles and protocols of the Carpathian Convention
ratified by Ukraine 8 global

environment
ef facility
g INVESTING IN OUR PLANET



Strategic projects supporting the
Ukrainian Carpathians

Three project components:

Global Environment Facility (GEF) -
Enhanced protected areas network for
biodiversity conservation and

development in Ukraine

*Strengthening the adaptive capacity and economic frameworks of the PAs and virgin

and old-growth forests in the Ukrainian Carpathians

*Enhancing the effective, sustainable, and climate-resilient management of protected
areas and virgin and old-growth forests in the Ukrainian Carpathians, while ensuring

benefits for localcommunities

*Scaling up the sustainable management and use of natural resources and biodiversity

conservation across the Carpathian PA network

Current state of the project development — approval of the Project
Preparation Grant to start development of Full Project Proposal.

<)

gef

global
environment
facility
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Strategic projects supporting the

Ukrainian Carpathians

Overview of Ukranian Protected Areas for the information:

Global Environment Facility (GEF) -
Enhanced protected areas network for
biodiversity conservation and

development in Ukraine

Protected Area C.‘:itt_é:r}' Size ':l;;ﬂ:ggﬂ :
1 | Cheremos'ky: National Nature Park I 7.117.5ha .
,3 PR —— Chermivtsi
2 | Vyzhnytsky1 National Nature Park IT 11,238.0 ha
3 | Gorgany Nature Reserve Ia 5,344 2 ha
4 | Hutsulshchyna National Nature Park IT 322710 ha
5 | Symohora National Nature Park IT 10,866.0 ha | Ivano-Frankivsk
6 | Verhovynskyi National Nature Park I 12,0229 ha
7 | Carpathian National Nature Park II 50,495.0 ha
8 | Boykivshchyna National Nature Park II 12,240.0 ha
9 | Korolivski Beskydy National Nature Park IT 8,997.0 ha | Lviv
10 | Skolivski Beskydy National Nature Park I 32,6840 ha
11 | Carpathian Biosphere Reserve II 66,4174 ha
12 | Synevyr National Nature Park I 40,777.0 ha :
—— Zakarpattia
13 | Uzhansky1 National Nature Park I 46,147 .3 ha
14 | Zacharovanyi kray National Nature Park I 6,101.0 ha

Total

342,718.30 ha

gef

global
environment
facility

INVESTING IN OUR PLANET



Further steps for the 8th Conference of Parties of Carpathian Convention

The Conference of the Parties

1. Decides to accept the generous offer of the Government of
Ukraine to convene the Eighth Meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Carpathian Convention (COPS8) in the end of 2026,

DECISION

COP7/23 If this, however, is not possible, the Rules of Procedure for the
Conference of the Parties to the Carpathian Convention shall
apply, requests the Secretariat to make the necessary

Date and venue of arrangements, in consultation with the host Government and the

the Seventh COP Bureau.

Meeting of the

Conference of the 2. Requests the Secretariat to undertake the necessary

. preparation in consultation with all interested partners and

Parties to the stakeholders.

Carpathian

Convention 3. Invites all interested partners to make a financial contribution to

the organization of the Eighth Meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Carpathian Convention.



How to participate in the Carpathian Convention Mechanisms

Ca?pathian' Convention
Website

Engage in Working Group Meetings:

* WG Sustainable Forest Meeting in April, Slovakia (TBC)

* WG Biodiversity Meeting & Large Carnivore Expert Group Meeting in
May, Czech Republic (TBC)

 3rd Carpathian ESD Seminarin June, Serbia (TBC)

 16th Carpathian Convention Implementation Committee (CCIC)
Meeting Serbia (TBC)

Other meetings for 2025:
Workshop on CBF Action Plan development for the LIFE Carpathian
SNaP in June, Poland (TBC)

 Forum Carpaticum 2025, 9-11 Sept, Bratislava, Slovakia (call for
sessions is open)

Join the Carpathian networks: Science for Carpathians (S4C),

Carpathian ESD Experts, Carpathian Network of Protected Areas
(CNPA)
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http://www.carpathianconvention.org/
http://www.unep.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CarpathianConvention/
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